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Sen. Nodler Earns Appointment to Statewide Education Commission

Panel Charged with Strengthening Links Between Education and Economic Devel opment

JEFFERSON CITY - State Sen. Gary Nodler, R-Joplin, today earned appointment to
Missouri’s Commission on the Future of Higher Education. Created by the governor earlier this
month, the panel, made up of 29 leaders from the legidative, education and business fids, will
be responsible for making recommendations on how to expand the bi-directiond link between
the state’ s higher education and business communities, alink vita in any effort promoting
economic devel opment.

“The stronger our higher education system becomes, the stronger our business
community becomes - that makes a positive equation for sound economic growth,” Nodler said.
“The reverse is equdly true — a strong business environment fosters a pogitive environment for
higher learning. The processis atextbook modd of circulatory progression, and a process well
deserving of congtant improvement and stewardship.”

In accepting the appointment, Nodler adds the responsihilities accompanying the Future
of Higher Education Commission to the work brought on by membership in Sx legidative
pands, including the Senate’ s Economic Development, Tourism and Loca Government
Committee.

“I seemy work on the higher education commission as a natural extension of my duties
herein the Senate,” Nodler said. “It' sa great honor for me to represent the Senate, my digtrict
and dl Missourians on thisimportant pand.”

Nodler’s appointment to the higher education commission coincides with an
announcement that Missouri was the first state chosen to participate in the Nationa
Collaborative for Postsecondary Education Policy, a country-wide effort dedicated to improving
higher education qudlity, affordability and accessihility.



“Our commission will beworking very dosgly with the nationa collaborative,” Nodler
sad. “We ll be offering insght into the education and business climates in Missouri, while & the
sametime ligtening to what conditions are like in other regions of the U.S. Thistype of
information sharing venue is a unique and valuable opportunity for today’ s Missourians and for
future generations as well.”
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